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After reading the passage, answer the questions. Fillin the bubble beside the
correct answer.

*Indicates required question

Worth All the Work

Ever since her friend Claire got a dog last year, Mona had wanted a dog of her
own. Mona got to play with Claire’s dog every time she visited Claire’s home,
which made her want one even more. Mona couldn't stop thinking about it. She
checked out books from the library about dogs. She learned what to feed them
and when to feed them. She knew the right kinds of toys to give puppies. She
knew what kinds of toys older dogs like.

Whenever she had time after school, Mona would go to the computer lab. She
liked to look at her favorite website, “Dog Lover's Heaven.” It had lists of dogs
that were available In her area. She could also learn about every kind of dog breed
in the world. Sometimes, Mona would read about dogs just because their names
sounded interesting, like “Lhasa apso” or “Pug.” But Mona knew she wanted a
Jack Russell terrier. Jack Russells are small and very smart.

One day after school, Mona visited the “Dog Lover's Heaven” website to see
what dogs could be adopted. Then she sow him! It was a male Jack Russell terrier,
‘white with brown spots. He was only a few weeks old. Mona was delighted when
she saw the picture of the tiny puppy. She decided that she couldn’t wait any
longer. She ran to her mother, who was working in the yard. “Can | please get a
dog, Mom?” she asked.

“We've talked about this, Mona,” Mom said. “We have to be sure you can take
care of it. It's a lot of work to own a dog.”

“I've done lots of research,” Mona explained. “/'ve learned so much.”

“Iknow, but | need to be sure. A dog has to be fed and have lots of water. You
have to toke it for walks so it can get exercise. Are you ready to do that every
day after school, even if you're tired or it's raining?” Mom asked.

“I am. | know it's important that | take care of a dog all by myself,” Mona said.

“If you get a puppy, it ikely will not be housebroken. Are you willing to clean up
after it?” Mom asked.

Mona thought for a moment. She knew she wasn't going to like every single thing
about owning a dog. Still, alittle extra work would be a small price to pay for
having a great dog. “Yes, Mom,” she said. “l am willing to do whatever it takes.”

“Allright, | believe you. Remember what | said about saving your money to pay for
the things the dog will need?”
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