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— : N ! . Yo} Islands aren’t born very often. 1In 1963, a crew on a fishing boat was
- - Sometimes islands are created when present when one island was being born.
a volcano erupts below the surface of Early one morning, the boat was sailing
i - i the ocean. The lava cools and builds the near the coast of Iceland. The crew

Birth of an Island - Form QUIZ volcano up. When the volcano gets tall awoke to what smelled like rotten eggs. he letter that matches each correct answer.

After reading the passage, answer the questions. Fill in the bubble beside the enough, it pokes through the No one knew what the source of the smell

correct answer. surface of the ocean. In the was. Suddenly, the boat began rocking 4. Which best describes the scientists’s
Atlantic Ocean, both Iceland “‘f back and forth. The sea began to boil feelings when they first visited the
and the Canary Islands were like a pot of dark stew. Smoke started new island?

*Indicates required question formed this way. Some to rise out of the water. N ® scared

islands, like Hawaii in the An underwater volcano

Pacific Ocean, are still was erupting right in confident

being formed! front of their eyes! © excited
© upset

Birth of an Island

Islands aren’t born very often. Sometimes islands are created when a volcano
erupts below the surface of the ocean. The lava cools and builds the volcano up.
When the volcano gets tall enough, it pokes through the surface of the ocean. In
the Atlantic Ocean, both Iceland and the Canary Islands were formed this way.
Some islands, like Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean, are still being formed!

In 1963, a crew on a fishing boat was present when one island was being born.
Early one morning, the boat was sailing near the coast of Iceland. The crew
awoke to what smelled like rotten eggs. No one knew what the source of the smell
was. Suddenly, the boat began rocking back and forth. The sea began to boillie a
pot of dark stew. Smoke started to rise out of the water. An underwater volcano
was erupting right in front of their eyes!

© the god of fire
The captain and his crew moved the vessel and watched from a distance. The © rotren eggs

volcano spit rock and lava into the air. It looked like the sky was raining rocks. The

2. How wos Surtsey ford Tslands. " .
® Avoicano eruptel the ocean.

volcano erupted for days. 3 ceon.In e, borh icelond
© The sky rained rq are still being formed!
. The Ieelondic oo
Eventually, the fires burned themselves out. The top of the volcano was sticking © The Leelondic g 1n 1963, wos present Early one.
3. Why s himporort moring, the boot coost o Tcelond,

up out of the ocean. When the lava on top of the volcano cooled, a new island sat ‘Suddenly, the boat began

where only water had been before.

® Underwoter volcg
®

© Humans are not 4 ourof

© scienists hove nd m The volcano

Scientists were very excited because they had never seen a brand-new island. v "
4. Which bst described Tordoys.

The scientists named the new island Surtsey, after the Icelandic god of fire. It The top
was the perfect name for such a fiery island. & content e e e ane “” oy

© upser The
But the new island did not look much like other islands. It was only a pile of bare 5. what s the lely reo scentts o e e ror the
rock. There were no plants or animals on it. Scientists wondered how life would 8 Bt isancs
come to an empty island. They set up camp and watched and waited. Finally, © iwikeod e i 4
after many months, a single plant began growing on the rocks. © The iiond wos ) begon growing on the rocks.

it " . ® They would hunt oo i

Scientists found that birds would often land on the island and drop plant materials -l plont would begin 10 grow:
that had been trapped in their feathers and claws. Sometimes, the birds would © They would chanf doday. there are a o of birds ond plants iving

there except for a few scientist. The.
Island s protected sothat it can

drop seeds and a plant would begin to grow.

Today, there are alot of birds and plants living on Surtsey. Humans are not
allowed to go there except for a few scientists. The island is protected so that it
can be studied. Surtsey is the perfect place to learn how plants and animals
spread to new places on Earth.

animals spread 10
new places on Eorth.
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After reading the passage, answer the questions. Fill in the bubble beside the
correct answer.

* Indicates required question

Birth of an Island

Islands aren’t born very often. Sometimes islands are created when a volcano
erupts below the surface of the ocean. The lava cools and builds the volcano up.
When the volcano gets tall enough, it pokes through the surface of the ocean. In
the Atlantic Ocean, both Iceland and the Canary Islands were formed this way.
Some islands, like Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean, are still being formed!

In 1963, a crew on a fishing boat was present when one island was being born.
Early one morning, the boat was sailing near the coast of Iceland. The crew
awoke to what smelled like rotten eggs. No one knew what the source of the smell
was. Suddenly, the boat began rocking back and forth. The sea began to boil like a
pot of dark stew. Smoke started to rise out of the water. An underwater volcano
was erupting right in front of their eyes!

The captain and his crew moved the vessel and watched from a distance. The
volcano spit rock and lava into the air. It looked like the sky was raining rocks. The
volcano erupted for days.

Eventually, the fires burned themselves out. The top of the volcano was sticking
up out of the ocean. When the lava on top of the volcano cooled, a new island sat
where only water had been before.

Scientists were very excited because they had never seen a brand-new island.
The scientists named the new island Surtsey, after the Icelandic god of fire. It
was the perfect name for such a fiery island.

But the new island did not look much like other islands. It was only a pile of bare
rock. There were no plants or animals on it. Scientists wondered how life would
come to an empty island. They set up camp and watched and waited. Finally,
after many months, a single plant began growing on the rocks.

Scientists found that birds would often land on the island and drop plant materials
that had been trapped in their feathers and claws. Sometimes, the birds would
drop seeds and a plant would begin to grow.

Today, there are a lot of birds and plants living on Surtsey. Humans are not
allowed to go there except for a few scientists. The island is protected so that it
can be studied. Surtsey is the perfect place to learn how plants and animals
spread to new places on Earth.

* 1 point
1. Towhat does the quthor compare the sea when the

underwater volcano erupted?

O apot of stew
O raining rocks
O the god of fire

(O rotten eggs

1 point
2. How was Surtsey formed? *

O A volcano erupted below the surface of the ocean.

O Birds dropped plant material in the same spot.
o The sky rained rocks until it was formed.

O The Icelandic god of fire created it.

1 point
3. Whyisit important to study Surtsey? *

O Underwater volcanoes have never erupted before.
i laces.
O Scientists can learn how plants and animals spread to new pl
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5
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first visited the new island?

O scared
O confident
QO excited

O upset

5. What is the likely reason wh
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O Theisland has many forest fires.
O The island began as a pile of rocks.
o The island gets extremely hot in the summer.

QO Theisland was made by an erupting volcano.
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They would change how the plants ang animals come to be on the islang,
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O hey would be in danger from another erupting volcano.
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