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Abe had a stepmother.  Abe loved his stepmother very much.  Abe’s stepmother
used to tease Abe.  She would tease him about being tall.  “You’d better wash
your head,” she would say.  “Wash your head so you don’t get the ceiling dirty.”

Abe’s stepmother liked things to be clean.  Every spring, she cleaned their
cabin.  She cleaned the cabin from top to bottom.  She even whitewashed the
ceiling.  Abe looked at the whitewashed ceiling.  He looked at how clean and
white it was.  Then, Abe had an idea.  Abe thought of a way to tease his
stepmother.  He would surprise his stepmother with a muddy joke!

Abe went to a little boy.  “Step in the
mud,” he told the little boy.  The little
boy stepped in the mud.  Then, Abe
picked up the boy.  He carried the boy
into the house.  Then, Abe turned the
boy upside down.  Abe held the boy up
high so that the boy’s feet touched the
ceiling.  Abe held the boy up as he
walked across the ceiling.  Soon, a trail
of muddy footprints went right across
the ceiling!  Abe’s stepmother was
surprised when she saw the trail of
muddy footprints.  She laughed.  She
liked Abe’s joke. 

Abe’s full name was Abraham Lincoln.  He was born in 1809.  He was born in
Kentucky.  His family was poor.  They lived in a little cabin.  It was made of logs.
It had only one room.  It had only one window.  It had a dirt floor.

Abe’s family moved to Indiana.  His mother died when he was nine.  Abe’s father
got married again.  Abe’s stepmother helped Abe.  Abe didn’t get to go to school
very often, but Abe worked hard.  He borrowed books.  He read them by the
firelight.  He studied hard.  He always returned the books he borrowed.  Abe
worked hard all of his life.  He never stopped reading.  He became president.
He was the 16th president of the United States.   

A Muddy Joke

Story



After reading the story, answer the questions.  
Fill in the circle next to the correct answer.

Quiz

A Muddy Joke

1. This story is mainly about

a Abe and his family

b Abe and a joke he played 

c Abe and how he became
president

d Abe and how he never 
stopped reading 

2. What does Abe’s stepmother 
do that shows she likes Abe’s
muddy joke? 

a She laughed.  

b She helped Abe.

c She was surprised.

d She whitewashed the ceiling.

3. What is not true about the cabin
Abe was born in? 

a It had a big room.

b It had a dirt floor.

c It had only one window.

d It was made out of logs.

4. Think about how the word top
relates to the word bottom.  What
words most relate in the same
way?

top : bottom

a cabin : logs

b clean : muddy

c ceiling : floor

d feet : footprints

5. What do you think helped Abe
become the president most?

a He was tall.

b He teased his stepmother.

c He didn’t get to go to school
very often.

d He worked hard and never
stopped reading.
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