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Short Vowel Phonics Readers

A flexible, easy-to-use
supplement that supports
any phonics-based
»,  reading program!
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A “Fun-damental  Bhonice Program

The Ideal Supplement!
L

Animal Antics Short Vowel Phonics brings phonics-skill practice to life with its comical and lively animal-themed
readers. Students will master the five short vowels as they read their way through the 15 full-color readers. The
text is simple and intentionally repetitive, and the animated illustrations allow for “picture reading” and student
interaction. The accompanying activities provide nonreaders and beginning readers with opportunities to
practice and strengthen their word recognition, reading comprehension, and phonics skills.

What’s Included in the Kit?

3 copies of 15 titles in full color (45 books total)

Teacher Guide with 15 teaching units—one for each
of the short vowel readers. Each unit includes: an
overview page; teacher instructions; before, during,
and after reading activities; discussion questions;
activity sheets; and assessments.

240-page Reproducible Student Activities
Resource Book with online access to each activity

Sturdy Storage Container

Complete Kit
Short Vowel Kit BSE53278 $199| |
Full-Col B&W Student
Short Vowel: 6-Packs 6-Pal<]:k RgaOJers 6-Pack Rgaggrs
D  WhyiWorks @ O, Thet Catl (shor o] BSE33306  §29 | BSES5321 $6.99

The Wacky Ant (short a) BSE53307 $29 | BSE53322 $6.99

*  Helps students build foundational, sound-based That Busy Bat (short a) BSE53308 $29 |BSE53323 $6.99

decoding skills The Peppy Penguin (short e) BSE53309 $29 |BSE53324 $6.99

: . The Best Pets (short e) BSE53310 $29 | BSE53325 $6.99

' I?]\sllet: zlizgzuslsl!gjstratlons that connect to text and The Messy Elephant (short e) BSE53311  $29 | BSE53326 $6.99

The Little Lizard (short i) BSE53312  $29 | BSE53327 $6.99

+  Provides easy-to-use lessons and a variety of Six Silly Pigs (short i) BSE53313  $29 |BSE53328 $6.99

activities that support each reader The Big, Big Hippo (short i) BSE53314  $29 | BSE53329 $6.99

»  Offers read-alouds and independent reading The Odd Fox (short o) BSE53315 $29 | BSE53330 $6.99

opportunities The Octopus in Socks (short o) BSE53316  $29 | BSE53331 $6.99

_ o Stop That Ox! (short o) BSE53317  $29 | BSE53332 $6.99

*  Promotes speaking and listening skills The Lucky Pup (short u) BSE53318  $29 |BSE53333 $6.99

+  Effectively supports phonics-based learning in the Fun with a Skunk (short u) BSE53319  $29 | BSE53334 $6.99

classroom and at home The Cuddly Bug (short u) BSE53320 $29 | BSE53335 $6.99
Short Vowel: Add-On Pack (15 titles) | BSE53279  $72
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Animal Antice Short Vowel Readers

A bat who can dance, an octopus wearing socks, a skunk in a tux, and pigs in wigs? You'll see
them all and much more in these Animal Antics Short Vowel Phonics Readers. Listen to the giggles
and watch children’s reading skills grow with these comical and lively animal-themed books!
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Animal Antice Short Vowel Readers

Take alook

ingide!

Sample pages from The Wacky Ant

SN

The ant runs fast!

The ant sees
a black cat.

The ant gets a the sack.

map and a sack.

The ant has cash.

The ant packs

All 16-page books include fun-filled
content and phonics-driven reading
practice for young readers.

The ant can
tap dance,

The ant can tap
dance in g pan.

Where will the
ant land?

Antarcticql

[
\—-

(2]

Animated illustrations and speech bubbles bring characters to life, prompt
lively discussion, and encourage students to connect with the text.

Each book targets between 18

. . CVC
and 25 words (including CVC
. ) (consonant-vowel-consonant)

words, sight words, high-frequency ant map
words, and challenge words), and can pan
all words are introduced prior to cat rat
: has tap
reading. hot yak

©Blue Star Education

SIGHT WORDS AND CHALLENGE WORDS
HIGH-FREQUENCY WORDS  Antarctica dance  panda
a in sees apples fast sack
and is the band hand  sand
gets on where black land  stands

have runs will cash packs

Sample words from The Wacky Ant




Animal Antice Short Vowel Readers

The bat can seé
the crab.

| the crab!

The bat can grab

Sample black and white pages from That Busy Bat

Studente can color in the pages,
add their own text and art, and read
each book over and over again.

The bat can see

Caterpillars!

The bat has jam
and a can of ham.

The bat has jam
and ham on her.

0 o
R /)
(= Individual titles are sold separately as 6-packe.
7O\
Book # Book Title Developmental Stage Ri::i:;g Lf:‘iII:I® g:;?t
- 1 Oh, That Cat! Early E 130L 122
o 2 The Wacky Ant Early G 250L 132
5y ’ RL 3 That Busy Bat Early G 240L 145
i ‘ 4 The Peppy Penguin Early G 250L 125
5 The Best Pets Early G 210L 166
Book inf‘orm aﬂon 6 The Messy Elephant Early G 240L 144
q 7 The Little Lizard Early | 340L 166
a nd Lexl[e Levelg a re 8 Six Silly Pigs Early G 230L 130
provided for a" 'I'I'HQQ 9 The Big, Big Hippo Early G 230L 129
10 The Odd Fox Early G 230L 132
1 The Octopus in Socks Early H 260L 154
12 Stop That Ox! Early G 230L 152
13 The Lucky Pup Early G 250L 149
14 Fun with a Skunk Early G 230L 134
15 The Cuddly Bug Early G 240L 157
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Y The Teacher Cuide

sreaders S

= g short Vowel Phonic

Eagy-to-follow ingtructione connect the content of each
book to gpecific phonice and reading comprehengion ekills.

A materials list is included with each lesson to aid
the teacher in gathering necessary supplies prior to
beginning the lesson.

Overview MATERIALS NEEDED
In this unit, students will lear the shorta . Oh, That Catlbook
vowel sound as they read Oh, That Cat! multiple « crayons
times. Students will engage in ?gas%\e B .
help them learn and becor . . ..
A list of 15 activity sheets from the Student Activities
will practice letter formation and blending + paper bags or empty
sounds, and will complete a variety of activity tissue boxes. .. .
B o sesomentinbomphoncsand - panal Resource Book is included with each lesson to allow
reading comprehension. . scissors
+ scratch paper .
teachers to prepare copies of the sheets for students.
Activity Sheets from Student Book p p p
. Letter A" Formation (page 5) . nnu::hedsfmenc‘e;)page13)
+ Word Find (page
iy s _ : :
N 1
ot ol ot e The word chart includes each word in the running text of the reader.
+ Which Word? (page 9 + Your Tur—Short A (optional, page 216)

+ Pickthe Pictures (page 10)
+ Help that Cat! (page 11)
+ Rhyme Time! (page 12)

Word Chart

ud
£ach word from the Oh, That Cat! book is included in the chart below. Prior to reading the:ockou( lo
t:;uden(s o over the words in the chart. Be sure to sound out each letter i each word.

. Meet the Cat coloring sheet (page 221)

(Note: The words in the speech bubbles are not included in the
chart.) The words have been divided into three categories: consonant,
vowel, consonant (or CVC) words, sight and high-frequency

words, and challenge words. CVC words help students recognize

Tohel nts learn the words, fun and engaging hands-on activities are in¢ for each set of words.
Jp students leam the words,fun and engaging hands-on activities are ¥ cluded for each set of we
o

These activities can be found on the following page.

HALLENGE WORDS o 4o
T .1 i st that three distinct sounds or letters can blend together to form

cat rat is. the

a word. Learning new sight words (words recognized on sight)
and high-frequency words (words that occur most frequently in
print) help students improve fluency. Lastly, challenge words are
vocabulary words that are a little more challenging to read for
beginning readers. All these words should be reviewed prior to
reading the book. Suggested activities are included in the lesson
Activity 1 of the word work activities to help familiarize students with these words.

helps students learn and become
familiar with the CVC words from the
reader. Students will practice spelling,
sounding out, and reading each of
the words by using a blending board
included in the Student Activities
Resource Book.

glad

has oh

©Blue Star Education

UNIT 1: OH, THAT CAT!I

@ Word Work

Practi

Fracicesying :'\e shorta sound with students. Say the sound out loud, and have them repeat the sound

i you s e copies of the Letter 4" Formation sheet (page 5) to students. As they practice wtin
7 a, have them say the short a sound. Once stu -

e e em 2y e ho ‘dents have completed their letter formation sheets,

Aetivity 1 (CVC Words) Activity 2 of the word

Distribute copies of the Cat Cutouts she W iviti

et (page 17) to students. Have th k t t h I
om";he Gle(ters and dancing cat on the page. Have hem aso cut out e g er e e 0 U orkactivities he ps
words. Give {l

e sight words and high-fre
o ; quency
; have them pl rds in their envelopes to be used in Activity 2.
m‘;‘lﬁf;:wi t;l(he CatBlending Board sheet (page 6) to students. Say a CVC word from the book St u d € nts I ez d
Bottom of e e 1 10 $pell he CUC word by placingthe corect ettersin the squares ot he
page. When students have finished placing theiretters n the squares, write the leters

e e become familiar with
the sight words and
high-frequency words
s o 2 from the reader. This

Once students have completed their i i
cats, have them take out the s
ight words and high-fi = =
cutouts o hlrvelapesHove thrn scaterthevworc 0y o e o e ands-on art-inspire
. and ask students to feed it to their cats, Offer cl
] 3 lues as needed, for ex; “
feed the word s to the cat?Is sarts with the letter . Do you remerber st ¢ |eokzs$5'~ e

Retivity 3 (Challenge Words) activity Is unique to

Read each H
studem; bigsleszgetwl:m outloud for students. Go over the meaning of each word, Then, give each ea C h U n |t
raw a pictureto go wits e of e oW (0 fld the paper to make four sections. Have stadents .
ith each of the four words (one picture in each s
as you
ther pictres o the prcures i tne b ¥ as you read the book so they can make connections with

Activity 3 of the word work activities
helps students learn and become
familiar with the challenge words
from the reader. Each engaging
activity will help students define,
understand, and learn these

new words.

©Blue Star Education




Providing Instruction

Before Reading R
opies of the Meet the Cat charac 're
(€0 Distribute copes of the Meet the Cat character sheet (page 221:‘ for smd:m;z: ;S:)Jn :; ;V:'yseen ‘
hey know about cats. Do they have a pet ca
| coloring, have them tell you al : thy vers
ts do? Have student volunteers
Jlayed with a cat? What are some things
‘2:;;:&’:(6;/ o knowledge. Tel studentsthey will be reading a story about the at they are coloring: |
| experiences and knowledge. Tell students they W28 22—

s "outrageous, foolish, or sill
©)[Review the word antics with students. Explain that the word means “outrageous, i:olvilhl;:ra y ‘
| behavior” Next read the it ofthe book and ask students what they think this book wil
| Wnatdothey think the cawil do nthebook? |

o outthe |
nts the title page. Read the the
[Show students the title page. Read the title, pointing to each wov'd :s you r:add \‘l;‘Pop\:; ::(u e
book. Ask them if they can find the 3
and lustrators. Next, lip to page 21in the e
“ ;‘;:h:('hem point 0.2 word with thei finge.Tell them to poit toan lustration. Final, eview v

|2 speech bubble . Explain that this lets the

Let’s Read!
First Read

Read the book out loud to students.
letter sounds together to form a wort
Answer any questions students might have about the story.

Point to each word as you read it. Give examples of blending the
4. At the end of the story, ask the discussion questions below.

d Read .
::r:o beginning the second read, help students complete the Blending Practce sheet (page 7).

you read the sory for the second time, encourage students (o poirs out t(hheg ::o‘::t;g?m the sheet i
the story. You may choose to pause and let students sound out and rea

Independent Read )
Prior to this read, help students complete the s
book out loud to you, helping as needed. Have s
them to blend the letter sounds together.

Missing!sheet (page 8). Then, have students read the

/e
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Who is the main character in the book?
2. What are some of the things the main character does in the book?
3. What s your favorite part of the book? Why?

©Blue Star Education

Leseon euggestiong, aeseeements, and fun-filled extengion activities
support each Animal Antice Short Vowel Phonies reader!

UNIT 1: OH, THAT CAT!

e reader know what the characterissaying. |

{udents point to each word as they read it, and remind

The Teacher Guide

ANIMAL AHT%

"ol S|
'3‘;’ hort Vowel Phonics Readers e

In the Before Reading section, students will be introduced to
the main character in the book via a coloring sheet included in
the Student Activities Resource Book. They will activate prior
knowledge as they discuss what they know about the animal
featured in the reader. Under the teacher’s direction, students
will then review basic print features of the reader.

In the Let’s Read (or during reading) section, the teacher will read
the book out loud twice. Discussion questions are included to
help guide students in talking about the text and comprehending
what occurred in the text. Students will also practice blending
words from the book, using activity sheets from the Student
Activities Resource Book. This section concludes with students
performing independent reads of the text and completing
additional activity sheets.

In the After Reading section,
students will complete
additional activity sheets from
the Student Activities Resource
Book. In these activity sheets,
students will continue to work
with short vowel sounds and
words in addition to touching
on rhyming and word families.

. UNIT 1: OH, THAT CAT!

Providing Instruction (.,
After Reading

Now, complete the remaining activiy sheets included n this guide.

In the Reading
Comprehension
e Activities section,
3 lents complete the Which Word? sheet
2. Help students complete the Pick the pi i
e e et s s teachers will lead the

(page 9). Review the answers together.

aloud. Ask them to circle the pictures
Help That Cat! sheet (page 11). Read each
. w
el et sec e 1) ord on the path out loud to help students, as some of L stu dents th rou g h
3. R
v wha r:;:: 115 rc. Explai thatthy ae words that have the same encing sound
les. Say,“Cat, hat, and bat are thymin, a
poidea g words. They all have the -at sound t =
e Helpstudents complete the Rhyme Timelsheet (page 12, Tis sheet containe ot p ex e pe et
@ book. Be sure to read and review these words with stadents g
4. To finish the short a activties, have stud
5, lents cc is i i i
Tl heshoea st -omplete the Finish the Sentence sheet (pagefl) and d ISCUSSION q ue Stl ons
— —
| Reading Comprehensi vities @ i
sion Activities St t t
| E‘r:ta l;c::h: :;‘:’Y inmare detail with students. What are some things the cat had on his head? ‘ uaents witt also take a
.2 mat,a hat, 2 can, a bag, antlers) What are some things he ? | m
|| s something we know the cat can do? e can e e ot sonsot et i i
| mene n dance) How doesthe cat el at the end of the story? | readin g co p renension
[ tl,):‘!;::gel::pveslog ime Reading Comprehensonsheet (page 15, Read th short story and questons
| assessment based
ves! o filind wer. o n a

e —— -
| Just 4 Fun!
|+ Distibute copiesofthe Colorand Trace

be another page in the book. Read t
| which words have the short a soun
‘ and trace the sentence.

activity sheet (page 16) to students. Explain that this could

he sentence out loud, pointing to each word, Ask students
d (cat, and, rat, dance). Have students color the ilustration

— 1L

+ Have students create their own
| tempi

©Blue Star Education

In the Just 4 Fun! section, additional optional activities are included for students to
complete, using activity sheets from the Student Activities Resource Book. Students can
use their creativity and imaginations to color a new page for the book and/or design
an additional page for the book.

©Blue Star Education




The Student Activitiee Regource

ANIMAL ANTICS

short Vowel Phonics Readers

Thie 240-page regource includes (5 pages of phonice ekille practice
for each reader!

DH, THAT CATI ()
s O e
o

Letter Formation

J
UNIT 1: OH, THAT CAT!
B

: Read the story. Then, answer the question by filing in the bubble
correct answer.
The Cat
P rat is on the cat.

at is in the hat.

bt is on the mat. _

Oarat
Oabag
Oacan
Oa hat
Othe cat
O the mat
Osad
Oglad

Multiple Pages for Muttiple Skille

* Picture-word match « High-frequency word practice
« Letter practice * Rhyming words
«  Word-sound identification « Story writing extensions

+ Reading comprehension ...and more!

» Sentence building

©Blue Star Education




Extengiong & Standarde

MEET THE CHARACTERS JUST FOR FUM!

MEET THE CHARACTERS MEET THE CHARACTERS
= e

ANiWAL Awrics Your U Acvins Ao v
= e =

Name:

Meet the Skunk Your Turn!
Short A

Name:

Meet the Lizard

What do li3ards
fice to eat with
their Mambuvgevs?
French flies!

Another page s going fo be added fo the book! What should it be?
What do you ure and writea sentence. Be sure your senfence has o least one
call flying Seurs? L

Smelly-cpters!

MEET THE CHARACTERS
e

MEET THE CHARACTERS
D

Name:

Meet the Ant

Meet the Pets

How do you kow

UNIT 6: THE MESSY ELEPHANT
=

Name:

Color and Trace

when it is vaiing
cats and dogs?

Additional activities connect studente with the
characterg and the content of each reader.

(-]

Studente practice reading comprehengion ekille
ae they create and share their own book pages.

Meeting Standardg

The following standards apply to all 15 units!

Kindergarten

Reading Literature
« With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
« Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.

« With prompting and support, describe the relationship between illustrations and the story
in which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story an illustration depicts).

- Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding.
Reading Foundational Skills
« Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
« Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
« Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
+ Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.
Language
« Print many upper- and lowercase letters.
« Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs.
- Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes).
« Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships.
- Identify new meanings for familiar words and apply them accurately.

« Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to,
and responding to texts.

First Grade

Reading Literature
« Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
« Useillustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.
Reading Foundational Skills
« Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print.
« Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes).
« Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.
Language
« Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking.
« Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling when writing.

« Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies.

©Blue Star Education




®  Sample Student Pages - ®

UNIT 2: THE WACKY ANT

Name:

Color and Trace

Directions: Look! It's a new page in the book. Color the page the way you want
it o look. Be creative! Have fun! Next, trace the sentence below. Then, read it out
loud. Circle each word in the sentence that has the short a sound.

©Blue Star Education

UNIT 6: THE MESSY ELEPHANT

Forming More E’s

Directions: First trace the letters with your fingers. Next, trace them with your
pencil. Then, practice writing the letters on your own. As you write each letter,
practice saying the short e sound.

@ #BSES3278SB Short Vowel Phonics Readers

ANIMAL AE(ESI

Name:

©Blue Star Education #BSES53278SB Short Vowel Phonics Readers @

UNIT 3: THAT Bl‘Jlsr\_‘(-BATv'
Let’s Blend

Directions: Read the word. Write each letter sound in the three boxes. Tap each
dot as you say the sound out loud. Then, write the word on the line. Slide your
finger along the arrow as you blend the sounds together to say the word out loud.

\ /

\ /

©Blue Star Education #BSES3278SB Short Vowel Phonics Readers 9

©Blue Star Education

ANIMAL A@éﬁ,

UNIT 6: THE MESSY ELEPHANT
Bedtime!

Directions: The elephant needs his rest—he’s so tired! Can you help him make
his way through the mess to get to his bed? Help him find his way through the

mess by coloring the words that have the short e sound.

R

rest three

me[;?@

(i bee

#BSES53278SB Short Vowel Phonics Readers 0

elephant

—

red bed
Y

©Blue Star Education




® - Sample Student Pages ~ ®

UNIT 7: THE LITTLE L!IZARI)W|

Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the story. Then, answer each question by filling in the bubble
next to the correct answer.

The Lizard

The lizard has a wig.

Name:

The lizard takes a swim.
The lizard gets a tin.

The lizard sees a fish.

1.What does the lizard have | O a wig
on his head? O a pig

O takes a trip

2.What does the lizard do? ]
O takes a swim

UNIT 8: SIX LITTLE PIGS |

Name:

Pig to the Rescue!

Directions: The pig’s kitten is stuck in the tree! Help the pig rescue the kitten by
coloring the words that have the short i sound. The pig will climb the short i
words to save the kitten!

Family Fun

Directions: Circle the words that belong to each word family.

Word Family

° big win bib
-1
g fit pig wig

sit flip hip

—ip

dip twin dig

©Blue Star Education

@ #BSES3278SB Short Vowel Phonics Readers

. O a kit
3.What does the lizard get? .
Oatin
. O a fish
4.What does the lizard see? .
O a ship
©Blue Star Education #BSE53278SB Short Vowel Phonics Readers @ ©Blue Star Education
|:l_JNII 9: THE BIG, BIG HIPPO |_p~n 12: STOP THAT OX!
Name: Name:

Stop at the Pond

Directions: Ox stopped at the pond. Help Ox sort the words in the pond into their
word family boxes. Write each word in the pond on the line in the correct word
family box.

1. 1. 1
2, 2, 2
3. 3. 3.
4. 4. 4.

©Blue Star Education

@ #BSES3278SB Short Vowel Phonics Readers
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