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WHAT IS pdi¥

pH—pH is a measurement of the “base” or
“acidity” of water on a 0 to 14 range. The
lower the pH number, the more acidic the
water is. Most living things can't survive in
water that is too acidic or too basic. Healthy
freshwater has a pH of about 6.

Lemon juice

O e

Healthy ocean water has a pH of about 8. Orange juice, Soda

S

Most fish and invertebrates can only live in Acid rain, Acidic lake

i 2 ——— e

water with a pH range of 6 t0 9. @:\) = Bananas, Clean rain
Q& [OSS _———

Milk, Healthy lake

— e

PURE WATER

——— e

Eggs, Healthy ocean

Milk of magnesia

——— e

Soapy water

——— e

Bleach

e

Tiquid drain cleaner
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Turbidity?

Secchi Disk

TURBIDITY is the amount of particles (dirt, debris, algae, etc.) floating in the water.
What does turbidity tell you about the water?
High turbidity can be caused by:

¢ Polluted runoff from storm drains

* Lack of plants near the water to catch dust and dirt

* Algal blooms, where lots of algae grows very quickly

* Turbulent waters (rushing rivers, crashing waves, etc.) stirring up bottom sediments

When there are a lot of particles in the water, it can be a sign of pollution.

MEASURE TURBIDITY WITH A SECCHI DISK

The disk is attached to a rope and lowered into the water until it can’t be seen anymore.
The length of rope from the disk to the surface of the water is measured and that is the
turbidity reading.

@

LOW TURBIDITY: SOME TURBIDITY: TURBID:
Looks clear Looks a little dirty Looks dark and muddy
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