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Introduction
The old adage “practice makes perfect” can really hold true for children and their education. 
The more practice and exposure your child has with concepts being taught in school, the 
more success they are likely to find. For many parents, knowing how to help their children 
may be frustrating. This book is designed to eliminate the guesswork for parents using it at 
home while also being a valuable resource for educators using it in the classroom.

Here’s how: As students in Grade 2 encounter grammar, usage, and mechanics problems, 
they need a certain set of skills in order to be able to understand and solve those problems. 
Practice Makes Perfect: Grammar, Usage & Mechanics reviews and covers the following 
language-art skills:

	 •	 using common and proper nouns
	 •	 using collective nouns
	 •	 forming regular plurals
	 •	 using action verbs
	 •	 using helping verbs
	 •	 using linking verbs
	 •	 using adjectives
	 •	 using adverbs
	 •	 using pronouns in the place of nouns
	 •	 forming complete sentences

	 •	 using capitalization 
	 •	 using periods
	 •	 using commas
	 •	 using apostrophes in contractions
	 •	 using apostrophes in possesives
	 •	 using question marks
	 •	 using exclamation marks
	 •	 recognizing sentence fragments
	 •	 recognizing run‑on sentences

Inside This Resource
Practice Pages (pages 4–39) — There are 36 practice 
pages organized so that young learners can build their 
knowledge of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Practice Tests (pages 40–45) — These 6 practice tests 
are given in a multiple-choice format designed to 
prepare students for the standardized tests administered 
in schools.

Answer Key (pages 46–48) — This comprehensive key 
provides the answers for all of the practice pages and 
the practice tests.

Helpful Tips
	 •	 Keep practice sessions short, positive, and constructive.
	 •	 Help with instructions. Consider asking your child to underline or repeat what they are 

being asked to do.
	 •	 Provide extra guidance and support in the areas in which your child is struggling. Look 

for ways to apply these skills to real-life situations.
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Name:  

A verb’s tense can tell you if an action is  
happening now or if it happened before.

Present Tense (now)
Adam eats an apple.

Past Tense (before)
Adam ate an apple.

Find and circle the action verb in each sentence. Fill in the bubble to show if the 
verb is in present tense or past tense. The first one has been done for you. 

Past 
Tense

Present 
Tense

 1. Yesterday, I wrote a story about a dragon.

 2. Nellie washes her hair with the new shampoo.

 3. We love this movie so far!

 4. Who went to the concert last night?

 5. I walked slowly and carefully on the slick ice.

 6. Please listen to this song on the radio.

 7. Peter played baseball with six of his friends.

 8. A hungry, young goat chews on an old, silver can.

Practice 15
Verb Tenses
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Name:  

Nouns can be people, places, things, or objects.  
Here are some examples of place nouns:

Place Noun Sentence
city We drove to the city on Sunday. 

Lake Erie Lake Erie froze in January.
kitchen The table is in the kitchen. 
Saturn Saturn has many moons. 

Find and underline a place noun in each sentence. The first one is done.

 1. We ate tacos at the restaurant.  2. Have you ever been to Europe?

 3. We flew over the Atlantic Ocean.  4. I was the first one in the classroom.

 5. The closest park is a mile away.  6. My aunt and uncle live in Ohio?

Each of these sentences has two place nouns. Find and underline them. 

 7. There are many beautiful deserts 
in Arizona.

 8. Can we use the bathroom in 
that store?

 9. She lives in a home near the  
Nile River.

 10. Alaska and Hawaii have 
different climates.

Practice 5
Place Nouns



#3779 Practice Makes Perfect	 8� ©Teacher Created Resources

Name: �

Nouns can be people, places, things, or objects. 

Here are some examples of place nouns:

Place Noun Sentence
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kitchen The table is in the kitchen. 
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Find and underline a place noun in each sentence. The first one is done.

	 1.	We ate tacos at the restaurant. 	 2.	Have you ever been to Europe?

	 3.	We flew over the Atlantic Ocean. 	 4.	I was the first one in the classroom.

	 5.	The closest park is a mile away. 	 6.	My aunt and uncle live in Ohio.

Each of these sentences has two place nouns. Find and underline them. 

	 7.	There are many beautiful deserts 
in Arizona.

	 8.	Can we use the bathroom in 
that store?

	 9.	She lives in a home near the  
Nile River.

	 10.	Alaska and Hawaii have 
different climates.

Practice 5
Place Nouns
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Name: �

A verb’s tense can tell you if an action is  
happening now or if it happened before.

Present Tense (now)
Adam eats an apple.

Past Tense (before)
Adam ate an apple.

Find and circle the action verb in each sentence. Fill in the bubble to show if the 
verb is in present tense or past tense. The first one has been done for you. 

Past 
Tense

Present 
Tense

	 1.	Yesterday, I wrote a story about a dragon.

	 2.	Nellie washes her hair with the new shampoo.

	 3.	We love this movie so far!

	 4.	Who went to the concert last night?

	 5.	I walked slowly and carefully on the slick ice.

	 6.	Please listen to this song on the radio.

	 7.	Peter played baseball with six of his friends.

	 8.	A hungry, young goat chews on an old, silver can.

Practice 15
Verb Tenses
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Name: �

Find the adjectives in the sentences. Use the adjectives to answer the 
questions. The first one is done for you. 

	 1.	Dad and I made a fruit salad.

What kind of salad did they make?	 ```````|
	 2.	We cut up six strawberries.

How many strawberries did they cut?	 ```````|
	 3.	Next, we added juicy oranges.

What kind of oranges were added?	 ```````|
	 4.	Then we peeled and cut ripe bananas.

What kind of bananas were used?	 ```````|
	 5.	We sliced and added ten green grapes.

How many grapes were added?	 ```````|
What color were the grapes?	 ```````|

	 6.	A crunchy apple completed the yummy salad.

What word describes the apple?	 ```````|
What word describes the salad?	 ```````|

Practice 20
Adjectives

fruit



#3779 Practice Makes Perfect	 34� ©Teacher Created Resources

Name: �

A contraction is a shortened form of two combined words. An  
apostrophe takes the place of the letter or letters that have been removed.

do not   don’t        I will   I’ll        we are   we’re

The contractions on the right are made from the words on the left. Draw a line 
from the words on the left to the matching contractions on the right. 

1. I am haven’t

2. you are I’m

3. have not we’ll

4. would not wouldn’t

5. we will you’re

Underline the words that could be made into contractions. Rewrite the sentence. 
Use the contraction in the new sentence. The first one is done for you.

	 6.	We are not going.

````````````````````|
	 7.	It is a good book.

````````````````````|
	 8.	I would like to swim.

````````````````````|

Practice 31
Apostrophes

We aren’t going.
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Name: �

A run-on sentence occurs when two sentences containing a  
subject and a verb run together without the proper punctuation.

Run-On Sentence Correct Sentences
I am tired I’ll go to sleep. I am tired. I’ll go to sleep.

I am tired, so I’ll go to sleep.

Read each sentence below. Fill in the bubble to show if the sentence is a run-on 
or if it is punctuated correctly. The first one is done for you.

Run-On Correct

	 1.	A stop sign has eight sides it is red.

	 2.	I like pie, but I like cake even better.

	 3.	I said hello he said hello right back. 

	 4.	The baby cried she wanted to eat.

	 5.	The baby cried, because she wanted to eat.

	 6.	We played tennis for hours. It was fun.

	 7.	Apples are fruits oranges are, too.

	 8.	Have you heard this song, or is it new to you?

	 9.	That ball is bouncy don’t let it hit the ground.

	 10.	Bo’s paws were muddy he left prints on the rug.

Practice 34
Run-On Sentences
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Name: �

Look at the underlined word in each sentence. Fill in the bubble to show what 
kind of word it is in the sentence.

	 1.	 A herd of cows crossed the road.

	 Ⓐ	 group noun	 Ⓒ	 action verb

	 Ⓑ	 plural noun 	 Ⓓ	 helping verb

	 2.	 A herd of cows crossed the road.

	 Ⓐ	 group noun	 Ⓒ	 action verb

	 Ⓑ	 plural noun	 Ⓓ	 helping verb

	 3.	 There are two spots on my shirt.

	 Ⓐ	 group noun	 Ⓒ	 action verb

	 Ⓑ	 plural noun	 Ⓓ	 linking verb

	 4.	 There are two spots on my shirt.

	 Ⓐ	 group noun	 Ⓒ	 action verb

	 Ⓑ	 plural noun	 Ⓓ	 helping verb

	 5.	 The old cat walked slowly.

	 Ⓐ	 noun	 Ⓒ	 adjective

	 Ⓑ	 verb	 Ⓓ	 adverb

	 6.	 The old cat walked slowly.

	 Ⓐ	 noun	 Ⓒ	 adjective

	 Ⓑ	 verb	 Ⓓ	 adverb

Cumulative Review
Practice Test #3


