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Common Core State Standards
Each activity in this book meets one or more of the following Common Core State Standards © 
Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State 
School Officers. All rights reserved. For more information about the Common Core State Standards, go 
to http://www.corestandards.org or http://www.teachercreated.com/standards/.

Writing Standards

Text Types and Purposes

ELA-
Literacy.W.7.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

ELA-
Literacy.W.8.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

ELA-
Literacy.W.7.3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

ELA-
Literacy.W.8.3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

Production and Distribution of Writing

ELA-
Literacy.W.7.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well 
as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.

ELA-
Literacy.W.8.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships 
between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

Speaking and Listening

Comprehension and Collaboration

ELA-Literacy.
SL.7.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

ELA-Literacy.
SL.8.1

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.

ELA-Literacy.
SL.7.2

Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.

ELA-Literacy.
SL.8.2

Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

Language

Knowledge of Language

ELA-
Literacy.L.7.3

Use knowledge of language and its co77nventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

ELA-
Literacy.L.8.3

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
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Pre-Teaching Assessment
Student Directions

Name: �

I Moustache You  
a Question

Formative

Assessment

Listen as the teacher tells the class the topic of today’s lesson.  

Write the topic:  �

Direction:  Think of four to five questions you “moustache” (must ask) the teacher about 
today’s topic before the lesson begins.  Write one question inside each moustache.  Complete 
as many as you can; however, some moustaches may be left blank. 

Something Extra:  During the lesson, think of questions you want to “shave” (save) for later 
and ask the teacher when the lesson is finished.  Write these questions on the can of shaving 
cream on page 16.
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Graphic Organizers
Student Directions

Name: �

Whooo Was Listening?
Formative

Assessment

Directions:  Write a fact, word, definition, or other important piece of information you learned 
during today’s lesson on the front of each owl in row 1.

On the front of each owl in row 2, write a question (that you know the answer to) that you could 
ask another student to see whooo was listening as well as you were. 

	 1.	 I was listening, and this is what I know...

a. b.

	 2.	

a. b.

Something Extra:  With the help of your teacher, find a partner.  See if your partner can 
answer your questions correctly. Write your partner’s responses on the back of this page. 
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Collaborative Reflections
Student Directions

Name: �

Zombie-Lesson Virus Pencils
Formative

Assessment

Directions:  Imagine for a moment that everyone’s pencils have contracted the zombie-lesson 
virus.  What is the zombie-lesson virus, you ask?  Well, it’s a virus that spreads knowledge 
from one paper to the next by way of the students’ pencils. 

As one student’s pencil touches another student’s paper, the knowledge and information from 
today’s lesson spreads like wildfire.  The zombie-lesson virus makes students write on other 
students’ papers and share what they know about today’s topic. There is no stopping the 
spread of knowledge.

Why is it called the zombie-lesson virus?  Because as you write on each person’s paper, you 
can’t help but moan and groan…like a zombie.  The good news?  The zombie-lesson virus 
only lasts for seven minutes.   

Once the teacher gives the signal to begin, take your paper and pencil and start working 
your way around the classroom. Let your knowledge about today’s lesson spread to your 
classmates’ pages and let them spread their knowledge on your paper… and don’t forget to 
moan and groan as you work!


