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Voice
As students learn about the trait of Fluency, they begin to learn about writing
style.  The Voice trait focuses specifically on a writer’s individual style.  An
effective piece of writing that exhibits aspects of the Voice trait will sound like a
particular person wrote it.  Therefore, writing that has characteristics of Voice will
also be fluent; it will have natural rhythm.  Authors develop their own unique
style by writing from their thoughts and feelings.  An author’s personality comes
through in his or her writing.  

Effective writers focus on their audience: they write to the reader.  They want to
call attention to the writing and draw the reader in.  To do this, authors will write
honestly, sincerely, and with confidence.  As they write based on their own
experiences and knowledge of themselves, writers will have the ability to bring a
topic to life.

Students will continue to practice expanding their perspectives, as well as read
sample pieces written from another person’s point of view.  They will identify
elements of the Voice trait in written samples and begin to develop their own style
by writing reflections and personal correspondence.
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• sound like a particular person wrote the
piece

• allow reader to sense a real person

• author’s personality comes through in
the writing

• writing comes from author’s thoughts
and feelings 

• natural rhythm

• call attention to the writing

• write sincerely, with confidence

• write to the reader; stay focused on the
audience

• convey honesty

• bring the topic to life

• write out of knowing yourself

Voice 




