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Exploring Chance Language

What's the Chance?

Skills
» Recognize chance events in daily activities
* Use everyday language to describe and predict chance events

Grouping
» whole class » small groups * pairs

Materials
« What's the Chance? discussion cards (page 41)
» What's the Chance? labels (page 42)

Directions

» Ask students, “How do you come to school each day?” (e.g., walk, drive, catch a bus,
ride a bike)

» Ask students, “Do you always arrive this way or are there other ways to arrive? What is
the chance that you arrive by taxi? Come by a rowboat? Arrive by rollerskates?
Parachute out of an airplane? Why? Why not?” Discuss with students using
expressions like “There’s a good chance” or “There’s a poor chance.”

* Ask, “What are other unlikely ways you might arrive at school?” Have students list these
and explain to a partner why each event has a poor chance of happening. Ask, “Are any
events impossible?”

« Have students play What's the Chance? with a partner. Have them ask their partners
guestions about chance events. (e.g., “What’s the chance you will eat a banana for
lunch? What's the chance you will wear something red tomorrow?”) Their partners can
only answer, “There’s a good chance,” “There’s a poor chance” or “There’s no chance.”

Variations

* Have students work in small groups. Have them shuffle the What's the Chance? cards
and place them face down in the center. Student take turns turning over the top card
and telling their partners the chance of arriving at school that way.

» Using the three chance labels, have students sort the 12 cards into three groups. Have
them explain to a friend why they sorted the cards like this.

» Using the three chance labels, have students list or draw their own events for another
group to sort.
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