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Declaration of Independence
On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence of the United States of America was signed.  
Fifty-six men put their names on the document.  This act showed that the Colonies would not 
follow the rules of the English any more.  This act changed the course of history.

These men did not agree with the rules of England.  The Declaration listed 18 ways that the 
British had done a bad job.  These men wrote clearly that the English did not pay attention to 
the things they needed.  The English did not care about their feelings.  They did not care about 
their wishes.

As a result, they wrote this declaration to say that they were going to be free from England.  
They felt it was important to have full power to make contracts with whomever they wanted.  
They wanted power to trade with whomever they chose, whenever they wanted to trade.

Lastly, they wanted full power to decide their future.  These men wanted to make the choices 
that were best for themselves and the people who lived in the Colonies. 

On July 4, 1776, all 56 men signed the declaration.  They promised to give their lives for each 
other.  They promised to share what they had with each other.  They promised to respect each 
other.

These men wanted to be free.  Free to choose.  Free to speak.  Free to live in the way they 
thought was best.

Warm-Up 14

Name _______________________ Date __________

Nonfiction:  American History

STORY QUESTIONS

 1. What is another word for rules in this passage?
 a. freedom c. laws
 b. a piece of paper d. choices

 2. Which words best describe the Colonists?
 a. had their minds made up to give their lives to make things better in the Colonies
 b. happy with the way things were
 c. sad because they did not have all the conveniences of the British
 d. angry because they could not build cabins and cities fast enough

 3. What is one thing listed in the passage the Colonists wanted to change?
 a. They wanted to choose with whom they would play.
 b. They wanted to choose with whom they would trade.
 c. They wanted to choose what language to speak.
 d. They wanted to choose what food to eat.

 4. Which statement is TRUE from the passage above?
 a. The Colonists agreed with British laws.
 b. The Colonists wanted to move back to England.
 c. The Colonists wanted to use laws from France.
 d. The Colonists wanted to make their own laws.
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At the Zoo
“Check out this cage,” said Marty, the monkey.  “This human sure is acting funny.”

“You can say that again,” said Morty, his best friend.  He read a sign by the cage.  “It says 
here that guy is pushing buttons on something called a ‘computer.’  Why is he wasting his time 
doing that?  Wouldn’t he rather be swinging in the trees or eating bananas?”

“Guess not,” stated Marty.  “Let’s move on.  That guy’s boring.”

As they moved along, they noticed cage after cage humans doing odd activities.  Morty stared 
at one cage where two humans were playing with a round object and a long stick.  “That’s 
strange,” he said.  “This sign says they are doing something called ‘baseball.’  Why do they 
keep hitting that round thing and chasing after it?  It seems like an awful lot of work.” 

“I think we need to spend a bit more time here and see if we can figure out a way to help 
these humans.  They don’t seem to be having any fun.”

“You’re right.  Maybe we could talk to the manager and volunteer our services.  Do you think 
they would let us?”

”Sure,” said Marty.  “Although, they would probably make us start by cleaning out their  
cages.  Yuck.”

“Hmmm.  Maybe we should learn more about humans before we start to volunteer.”

“Hey, there’s a special on the Human Planet channel tonight.  It’s called ‘Humans in the Wild.’”

“Sounds interesting.  Let’s go!”

Warm-Up 8

Name _______________________ Date __________

Fiction:  Fantasy

STORY QUESTIONS

 1. What is unusual about this zoo?
 a. The animals are working, and the people are taking pictures.
 b. The animals are munching popcorn, and the people are on computers.
 c. The animals are visiting, and the people are in the cages. 
 d. The animals are making phone calls, and the people are making movies.

 2. What does Morty think the man should be doing rather than using the computer?
 a. taking a nap and eating apples
 b. swinging in trees and eating bananas
 c. running around and eating pineapples
 d. hanging upside down and eating grapes

 3. What were two humans doing with a round object and a long stick?
 a. playing baseball  c. playing soccer
 b. playing hockey d. hitting a piñata

 4. Which word in the passage means “to give of your time without being paid”?
 a. manager c. volunteer 
 b. baseball d. services


