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Introduction
The old adage “practice makes perfect” can really hold true for your child and their education. 
The more practice and exposure your child has with concepts being taught in school, the more 
success they are likely to find. For many parents, knowing how to help their children may be 
frustrating. This book is designed to eliminate the guesswork for parents using it at home 
while also being a valuable resource for educators using it in the classroom.

Here’s how: As students in Grade 3 encounter grammar, usage, and mechanics problems, 
they need a certain set of skills in order to be able to understand and solve those problems. 
Practice Makes Perfect: Grammar, Usage & Mechanics reviews and covers the following skills:

	 •	 using capitalization 
	 •	 using common and proper nouns
	 •	 using plural, singular, possessive,  

and collective nouns
	 •	 using pronouns as substitutes  

for nouns
	 •	 using verbs in both the past  

and present tenses
	 •	 using adjectives to describe

	 •	 using adverbs to make comparisons
	 •	 using conjunctions to connect
	 •	 using apostrophes and quotation marks
	 •	 using colons between the hour and the 

minutes when writing the time
	 •	 avoiding the use of double negatives
	 •	 reading and following directions
	 •	 understanding what is being asked

Inside This Resource
Practice Pages (pages 4–39) — There are 36 practice 
pages organized so that young learners can build 
their knowledge of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Practice Tests (pages 40–45) — These 6 practice 
tests are given in a multiple-choice format designed 
to prepare students for the standardized tests 
administered in schools.

Answer Key (pages 46–48) — This comprehensive key 
provides the answers for all of the practice pages and  
the practice tests.

Helpful Tips
	 •	 Keep practice sessions short, positive, and constructive.
	 •	 Help with instructions. Consider asking your child to underline or repeat what they are 

being asked to do or solve.
	 •	 Provide extra guidance and support in the areas in which your child is struggling. Look 

for ways to apply these skills to real-life situations.
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Name:  

What  
to  

Know

If a noun is singular, there is only one. If it is plural, there is more than 
one. To make most singular nouns plural, add an s or es. 

dog ➜ dogs taco ➜ tacos fox ➜ foxes

Some plurals are made by changing the spelling of the word.
penny ➜ pennies foot ➜ feet person ➜ people

Change each singular noun to a plural noun. Then use each plural noun in a 
sentence. The first one has been done for you.

Singular Plural Sentence

1. snake snakes  

2. day
 
 

3. box
 
 

4. child
 
 

5. bunny
 
 

6. apple
 
 

7. tooth
 
 

8. wish
 
 

Practice 6
Plural Nouns

My friend Karen is afraid of snakes.
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Name:  

Look at the underlined word in each sentence. Fill in the bubble that best describes 
how the word functions in the sentence.

 
 1. They felt great pride as they received their medals.

 Ⓐ common noun Ⓒ proper noun
 Ⓑ abstract noun Ⓓ pronoun

 
 2. They felt great pride as they received their medals.

 Ⓐ common noun Ⓒ proper noun
 Ⓑ abstract noun Ⓓ pronoun

 
 3. “Hey! That’s not nice, so take it back.”

 Ⓐ exclamation Ⓒ contraction
 Ⓑ conjunction Ⓓ abstract noun

 
 4. “Hey! That’s not nice, so take it back.”

 Ⓐ exclamation Ⓒ contraction
 Ⓑ abstract noun Ⓓ conjunction

 
 5. The two children found a shark’s tooth on the beach.

 Ⓐ plural noun Ⓒ proper noun
 Ⓑ abstract verb Ⓓ possessive noun

 
 6. The two children found a shark’s tooth on the beach.

 Ⓐ plural noun Ⓒ proper noun
 Ⓑ abstract noun Ⓓ possessive noun

 
 7. The players were so happy when they won the game.

  Ⓐ noun Ⓒ adjective
 Ⓑ verb Ⓓ adverb

Cumulative Review
Practice Test #5
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Name: �

Here are examples of the four types of nouns you have practiced:

common proper abstract collective

teacher Abaham Lincoln honesty squad

whale Nemo friendship team

Think of a noun to complete each sentence below. Use the type named on the left. 

(common)	 1.	 Lily’s parents are planning a special event for her � .

(collective)	 2.	 They bought tickets to a concert by Lily’s favorite � .

(proper)	 3. 	The concert will be on the second �  in June.

(proper)	 4.	 Lily’s best friend, � , will go too. 

(collective)	 5.	 Lily’s �  will pick up her friend at 4:30.

(proper)	 6.	 The concert will be in the city of � .

(common)	 7.	 Lily hopes the band will play her favorite �

(abstract)	 8.	 That would make her scream with � .

(collective)	 9.	 Afterward, the whole �  will go out to eat.

(proper)	 10.	 They'll go to a restaurant called � .

(common)	 11.	 Lily will order � , which is her favorite food.

(abstract)	 12.	 It will be a day of fun and � .

Practice 5
Nouns Review
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Name: �

What  
to  

Know

Action verbs describe an action that you can see or do.

I mixed the pancake batter, then Dad poured it onto the hot griddle.

Underline the action verbs in each the sentence. The first one has been done for you. 
The number at the beginning tells you how many action verbs to look for. 

(1)	 1. 	Marie runs every Sunday.

(1)	 2.	 She meets a group of friends at Pine Park.

(1)	 3.	 First, they stretch for about 15 minutes.

(1)	 4.	 Next, they slowly jog around the dirt trail.

(1)	 5.	 They pass by a tree with a family of owls in it.

(2)	 6.	 They look upward and point out each owl.

(2)	 7.	 Then they hit the trail again, but they run faster.

(2)	 8.	 When it rains, there are puddles to jump over.

(2)	 9.	 Marie almost slipped and fell in the mud last week!

(3)	 10. 	After the friends go around the entire park, they rest and drink lots of water.

Practice 9
Action Verbs
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Name: �

What  
to  

Know

A possessive noun shows ownership or belonging. 

	 •	 If one person, place, or thing is the owner, the possessive noun is 
singular and an apostrophe plus an s is added to the word.
	 Tim’s dog	 the hut’s roof 

	 •	 If more than one is the owner, the possessive noun is plural and 
the apostrophe is placed after the s.
	 her parents’ house 	 the players’ uniforms

Read each sentence. Circle the correct possessive noun. Then fill in the box to show 
whether the possessive noun is singular or plural.

	 1.	 Ann’s    Anns’    pets include one dog, two rats, and three guppies.

This possessive noun is     singular     plural .

	 2. 	The    dog’s    dogs’    house is in the back yard.

This possessive noun is     singular     plural .

	 3.	 The    rat’s    rats’    cage is in Ann’s room.

This possessive noun is     singular     plural .

	 4.	 The    guppy’s    guppies’    tank is in the den.

This possessive noun is     singular     plural .

	 5.	 Ann’s    Anns’    family is planning to adopt one more pet.

This possessive noun is     singular     plural .

	 6.	 Izzy is the pet lizard of    Mrs. Oh’s    Mrs. Ohs’    third-grade class.

This possessive noun is     singular     plural .

	 7.	 Ann’s home will soon be    Izzy’s    Izzys’    new home.

This possessive noun is     singular     plural .

Practice 23
Possessive Nouns
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Name: �

What  
to  

Know

A run-on sentence occurs when two sentences containing a subject 
and a verb run together without the proper punctuation.

I am tired I’ll go to sleep.
I am tired. I’ll go to sleep.

I am tired, so I’ll go to sleep.

Rewrite each run-on sentence below. Do this by adding punctuation and conjunctions 
or by breaking the sentence into two separate sentences. The first one is done. 

	 1.	 Dr. Diaz said I should exercise three times a week this will keep me fit.

  Dr. Diaz said I should exercise three times a week.  This will keep me fit.�

	 2.	 I could run, bike, or swim all three are good forms of exercise.

�

�

	 3.	 Strength training is also helpful lifting weights builds muscle.

�

�

Read each sentence below. 
	 •	 If the sentence is a run-on sentence, shade in the bowl. 
	 •	 If it is not a run-on, leave it unshaded.

4. My favorite way to eat cereal 
is to drown it in milk.

5. Some people eat cereal dry 
can you imagine that?

6. It is too crunchy I think 
eating loudly is annoying.

7.
Milk adds nutrition to cereal, 
and it brings out the flavor.

Practice 34
Run-On Sentences
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Name: �

Look at the underlined word in each sentence. Fill in the bubble that best describes 
how the word functions in the sentence.

�
	 1.	 They felt great pride as they received their medals.

	 Ⓐ	 common noun	 Ⓒ	 proper noun
	 Ⓑ	 abstract noun	 Ⓓ	 pronoun

�
	 2.	 They felt great pride as they received their medals.

	 Ⓐ	 common noun	 Ⓒ	 proper noun
	 Ⓑ	 abstract noun	 Ⓓ	 pronoun

�
	 3.	 “Hey! That’s not nice, so take it back.”

	 Ⓐ	 exclamation	 Ⓒ	 contraction
	 Ⓑ	 conjunction	 Ⓓ	 abstract noun

�
	 4.	 “Hey! That’s not nice, so take it back.”

	 Ⓐ	 exclamation	 Ⓒ	 contraction
	 Ⓑ	 abstract noun	 Ⓓ	 conjunction

�
	 5.	 The two children found a shark’s tooth on the beach.

	 Ⓐ	 plural noun	 Ⓒ	 proper noun
	 Ⓑ	 abstract verb	 Ⓓ	 possessive noun

�
	 6.	 The two children found a shark’s tooth on the beach.

	 Ⓐ	 plural noun	 Ⓒ	 proper noun
	 Ⓑ	 abstract noun	 Ⓓ	 possessive noun

�
	 7.	 The players were so happy when they won the game.

 	 Ⓐ	 noun	 Ⓒ	 adjective
	 Ⓑ	 verb	 Ⓓ	 adverb

Cumulative Review
Practice Test #5




