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Writing Genres

Writing a Story
Use this lesson to introduce how to write a story.  The objective of this lesson is to write a story as a
class.  

Materials

• short story to use as a model story

• chart paper

• colored marker

• copies of “Create a Character” (page 55)

• copies of  “Story Map” (page 56)

Directions

1. Read the book you have selected to the class.  Discuss the elements of a story with students.
What does a story have?

• setting • problem

• characters • solution

2. Read the title of the book with the students, pointing out the location of the capital and lowercase
letters.  Read the names of the author and illustrator, pointing out that the author and the
illustrator are usually two different people.

3. Explain that a story has a beginning, middle, and an end.  The beginning usually contains the
setting and the introduction of the characters.  The reader learns more about the characters and the
problem in the middle of the story.  The ending usually contains the solution to the problem.

4. Work together as a class to write a story.  Record student ideas on the chart paper using the
marking pen.  First, discuss the characters.  Which characters should be in the story?  To get a
better idea of the characters, have students illustrate a picture of a character using the character
face on page 55.  As a class, select the characters to be in the story.  Remember to keep the
number of characters limited.

5. Now, move to the setting.  Brainstorm locations where the setting takes place.  Locations might be
home, school, playground, movie theater, or the store.  Brainstorm problems for the story.
Problems might be someone getting lost, being scared, getting hurt, or losing something.  Now
you are ready to write.  Write each sentence as a class.  Call on one student at a time to add to the
story.  Once the story has been written, read it to the class.  Discuss changes needed.  Instruct
students to illustrate scenes from the story.  Bind your story together when it is completed.
Discuss a title as a class.

6. Explain to students that they are now ready to write a story of their own.  Go through this same
procedure to walk students through their own story.  Use the story map on page 56 as a guide.

#3223 Beginning Writing Grades K-2 54 ©Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



©Teacher Created Resources, Inc. 57 #3223 Beginning Writing Grades K-2

Writing Genres

Story Sample
A first grade student at the midpoint of the school year wrote this sample of a story.  The student uses
complete sentences with proper capitalization and punctuation.  This text is readable by adults who are
familiar with phonetic spelling.  Additionally, a number of high-frequency words are spelled correctly.
The student introduces the character at the beginning of the story.  The story contains a beginning,
middle, and end, though the story is underdeveloped. 

(My name is Mousey Mouse.  Once I was sleeping in a girl’s purse and I
came home with her.  But she never saw me.  But one day there was
something sticky in there.  So she took everything out except me.  So she put
her purse in the washing machine, and  I got stuck in there.  When she took
everything out I snuck out and I lived in her bed.  And I lived in her sheets
forever. The End)


