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Comprehension is the primary goal of any reading task. This Nonfiction
Reading Comprehension box will help students develop the comprehension
skills necessary for a lifetime of learning through the use of nonfiction passages
followed by questions that require vital reading and thinking skills.

Each card in the Nonfiction Reading Comprehension box covers a grade-level
appropriate topic. The cards are arranged in order of readability, ranging from
3.0-3.9. The reading level is based on the Flesch Kincaid Readability Formula.
This formula determines readability by calculating the number of words,
syllables, and sentences. The reading level is given at the bottom left-hand
corner of each card. Occasionally the levels have been adjusted due to proper
nouns or numbers which tend to skew the reading level. When this is the case, it
is noted with an asterisk.

The activities are time-efficient, allowing students to practice the skills often.
Independent and group practice should begin early in the school year.
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Card Index

Being Sick Is No Fun
Bullies

Chinchillas

An Empty Ship

Feral Children

Forgea’s Amazing Tale
The Moon Moth

What Happened to the
Dinosaurs?

What’s Your Last Name?
Wolves

An Amazing Coincidence
Corn on the Cob from
Scratch

Fire Safety Tips

A Flightless Bird
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Let’s Go Fishing
Old-fashioned Food
Processing

Quicksand

Speed Skating

The World’s Tallest Animal
Five Cute Bears

Grizzly Bears

Showing What You Know
The Sweetest Spot

To Save the Redwoods
Your Blood

Your Skeleton

The Baraka School

Do Geckos Use Glue?
Flying Reptiles
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Card Index (cont.)

Let’s Save Energy
Nomads

One Smart Rodent
Primates

TV-Turnoff Week

Using Tidal Energy
In-line Skates Roll Again
Raspberries

Take Care of Your Teeth
Two Brave Women

You Can Help

Your Muscles

Ants

Arctic Animals

Be a Safe Kid

A Big Bug
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The Cat’s Meow

Eclipses

Pet Licenses

A Popular Pet

Shark Attacks

The Story of the Statue of
Liberty

Wildfires Scorch the West
Africa’s Lost Boys

The Ancient Olympics
Apollo 13

Calvaria Trees

The City of Venice

The Frozen Boy

Fuel Prices Going Up
Hurricanes
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Card Index (cont.)

The International Space
Station

Native American Games
Old-fashioned Shoes
Right Hand, Left Hand
Salmon

Walrus Tusks

You’re Right to Recycle
Adrift at Sea

A Force Called Friction
Bill Pickett, Rodeo Rider
Eastern Woodlands Native
Americans

The Magic of Dr. Seuss
Make Every Day an Earth
Day
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The Process of Inventing
The Secret Behind Floating
Skunks

A Space Station Splashes
Down

A Sticky Story

A Strange Frog

The Strongest Shape
Undersea Volcanoes Change
the Face of the Earth
American Kids Speak Their
Minds

Anyone for a Game of
Monopoly?

Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge Battle
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Card Index (cont.)

Big Foot: Fact or Fiction?
Body Features Aid Survival
Chocolate Chip Cookies
Coral Reefs

Danger! Pets on the Loose
Egyptian Mummies

The Euro

A Great Job for a Chocolate
Lover

Guide Dogs Lead the Way
Horses

Giant Planets

Ponce de Leon, Explorer

A Small Animal Causes Big
Problems

Snake Myths

© Teacher Created Resources, Inc.

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107

108
109
110

111
112

The Book Without an E
China’s Great Wall

In a Crocodile’s Mouth
Going to the Moon

The U.S. Census

The Hy-wire

Magnets

Memorial Day

Mitchie Brusco, Skateboard
Champ

New Dinosaurs Found
Otters

The $6.4 Million Bridge That
Lasted Four Months
Surviving an Avalanche
Tennis
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An Amazing Coincidence
In 1965 a child nearly drowned at a beach in Massachusetts. The
four-year-old’s name was Roger Lausier. He had wandered too
far from shore. He tried to cry out, but he just swallowed water.
A woman named Alice Blaise came to his rescue. She saved the
drowning boy.
The Lausiers were grateful. They told Roger the story many times.
Nine years later, he went to the same beach. He was big and strong
for 13. Suddenly he heard a cry. Far out in the water a man was
struggling.
Roger grabbed his air raft and paddled rapidly to the man. The man
was barely conscious when the boy reached him. He pushed the man
up into the raft and towed him to shore. There he discovered the
man’s name. It was Alice Blaise’s husband.
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1. Why is the title “An Amazing Coincidence”?
a. because it’s a story about two people being saved from drowning
b. because it’s surprising that the boy ended up saving his own
rescuer’s husband
c. because Amazing Coincidence is the name of the beach in
Massachusetts
2. Why was Roger smart to use his raft to rescue the man?
a. It was slower than just swimming out to him.
b. The man may have been too big for Roger to pull to shore.
c. A shark was attacking the man.
3. To whom were the Lausiers grateful in 1965?
a. Alice Blaise
b. Alice Blaise’s husband
c. Roger Lausier
4. How old was Roger when he saved the man from drowning?
a. 4 years old b. 9 years old c. 13 years old
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Nomadic families live in western Mongolia. They move with their
sheep or goat herds from place to place all year long. When the
animals finish grazing in one area, they go to another pasture.

Nomads have no addresses. They don’t have houses. They live in
yurts. Yurts are tall, round tents. They are supported by a set of
stakes driven into the ground. They look a bit like a Native American
tipi. But yurts are not made of animal skin. They are made of felt.
Beating wet wool for a long time turns it into felt.

These people have no dressers or luggage. It would be too hard to
move them from place to place. Instead, all their possessions are kept
in saddlebags. The horses carry the saddlebags. The people walk.
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1. Since they have horses, why do the nomads walk for miles?
a. The horses couldn’t bear the extra weight in addition to all they
must carry.
b. Their horses are old and sickly.
c. They caught wild horses and haven’t yet trained them to carry riders.
2. What’s one thing the nomads worry about living in a yurt?
a. Their sheep could choke to death eating the yurt.
b. The yurt could explode.
c. Bad weather could damage the yurt.
3. Why don’t the nomads have addresses?
a. The post office refuses to let them have an address.
b. They keep moving their homes around.
c. Their horses’ saddlebags are so full they can’t carry any mail.
4. Another word for possessions is
a. yurts. b. belongings. c. food.
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