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Lesson 9

Perspective Objective

Purpose of the Lesson
to introduce the concept of simple perspective to
the students

Art History
Charles Demuth (1883–1935) was born in
Pennsylvania.  He is well known for his still lifes
and flower arrangements.  His picture “Figure
Five in Gold” helps the viewer travel in depth
into the picture by showing the same object
smaller and smaller within the picture’s plane.

Materials
• 12" x 18" (31 cm x 46 cm) white drawing

paper

• pencil

• soy crayons

Variations

• colored construction paper

• paste

• watercolor paints

• scissors

• ruler

• colored markers

• old magazines

• 9" x 12" (23 cm x 31 cm) drawing paper

Procedure
Practice drawing a clown holding balloons.  The
objects toward the back of a picture will appear
smaller, and those in the foreground will appear
larger.  When you are finished with your
drawing, color it brightly with soy crayons.  To
make the balloons appear three-dimensional,
make the shading and any words, numbers, or

symbols, on the balloons follow the curves of the
balloons. 

Assignment Choices
Teacher’s Note:  For choice #1, show students
how to draw the depth of a room on the
chalkboard.  For choices #2 and #3, explain what
a vanishing point is.  Show magazine pictures of
landscapes with roads or pathways disappearing
in the center of the picture or take the students
on a short walk and point out how the roads and
sidewalks narrow and disappear in the distance.  

1. On a 12" x 18" (31 cm x 46 cm) piece of
white drawing paper, draw a picture of your
own room or a room you would like to
have.  The furnishings may be construction
paper cutouts, or you may draw them with
markers.  Add wallpaper, pictures, and
other decorative touches.

2. On a 9" x 12" (23 cm x 31 cm) piece of
drawing paper, draw a landscape of a road,
pathway, or walk disappearing into the
distance.  Color the finished sketch with
watercolors.

3. Look in magazines to find pictures with
two vanishing points.  Such a picture will
have forms that are large in the middle and
taper off on both sides.  Then create your
own picture with two vanishing points.

Connection
Charles Demuth was an artist who liked to use
one, and sometimes two, vanishing points.  In his
painting “Figure Five in Gold,” the objects are
large in the foreground and become smaller in
the background.  Charles Demuth fools you into
thinking that you are seeing deeply into the
picture.
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