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Observing Fish . . . on the Ocean Floor

Gone Fishing
Ms. Frizzle’s students made posters of some of the animals which live in the sea, including comparing
how they move.  Observe a live fish to see how much you can learn about it.

Materials: goldfish, guppy, or other small fish; fish bowl or large jar; a piece of gauze

Procedure: Gently place a fish into a bowl or jar.  Place the gauze over the bowl so that the fish will
not be able to jump out.  (Hold the gauze in place with a rubber band.)  Watch the fish as it swims for a
few minutes.

Watching a ___________________
(type of fish)

Compare the way a fish swims with the way a person swims.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Describe what your fish looks like and then make drawings of four different views of it.
Add as much detail as you can.  Label the parts of the fish.  Use arrows to show the ways it
moves its fins and body.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Side View

Rear View

Front View

View from Above


