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Section 2: Chapters 3-4 Bridge to Terabithia

Being Different
Leslie Burke is ridiculed because she is different. The girls make fun of the way she dresses, the way
she acts, the food she eats, and what she does or does not have at home. Leslie’s feelings are hurt
considerably because of their insensitivity.

Feeling good about ourselves has a lot to do with what others say and think about us. It matters what
others perceive us to be. All of us need to remember that we help to play a part in the development of a
positive self-image in the people whose lives we touch every day. We must be sensitive to the feelings
of others and reassure those around us that being different is acceptable, and desirable! All people are
different in some way. The differences are what make our world a more interesting place. Can you
imagine a world in which all people had the same color of skin, hair, and eyes, were the same height
and weight, liked to eat the same kinds of foods, and had the same hobbies and jobs? Differences
enrich our lives, and help make each day full of surprises!

In groups of three or four, list all the differences you can find among the people in your group. After
you have completed your list, discuss how each of these differences can enrich your lives.

Here are some categories to help you get started.

• physical characteristics

– skin color

– eye color

– hair length and color

– height and weight

– mannerisms

• abilities

• individual preferences

• home and neighborhood experiences

• ethnic background

• religious training

• cultural background

• family standards

• family size

• allergies

• possessions

• parents’ jobs

• nearness of relatives

• friendships

• fears

• hobbies

• . . . and more!
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Section 2: Chapters 3-4 Bridge to Terabithia

Reassess Your Value Structure
The Burkes moved from the suburban city of Arlington to the old farm in the country because they
wanted to “reassess their value structure.” Leslie’s parents decided that money and success were
becoming too important to them, and they wanted to live in a place where they could think about what
was really important in their lives.

Have you ever thought about what is really important in your life? Are there things that are more
important than others, such as television, a bicycle, clothing, or a special toy? Are there people that are
more important than others, such as a parent, a brother or sister, a special friend, or a teacher? Are there
values that are more important than others for your life, such as honesty, wealth, happiness, security,
good health, or popularity?

Make a list of five things, people, and values that are important in your life and rank them in their order
of importance to you.

Important Things Important People

1. ___________________________________ 1. _____________________________________

2. ___________________________________ 2. _____________________________________

3. ___________________________________ 3. _____________________________________

4. ___________________________________ 4. _____________________________________

5. ___________________________________ 5. _____________________________________

Important Values

1. ___________________________________

2. ___________________________________

3. ___________________________________

4. ___________________________________

5. ___________________________________

Brainstorm with your class for other values that are important to add to your list of possibilities.

athletic 
abilit

y

beauty

popularity

good health
freedom

happiness

wealth

security

peace
respect
bravery

honesty

truth

wisd
om

loyalty


