Table of Contents

INtrodUCtion . .. ... 3

TheWump World by Bill Peet (Houghton Mifflin, 1970) ................................ 5
(Available from Thomas Allen & Son: Canada Gollancz Service: UKI Jackranda Wiley: Australia)
Summary—Sample Plan—Overview of Activities—Compare and Contrast—Story
Elements—Semantic Welb—Compounding the Problem—Polar Opposites—Ciritical
Thinking Activities—New World Books—YOU Can Make a Difference—Fractional
Terms—Bath or Shower?—Cause and Effect—Wanted Poster—It's Synonymous

One Day in the Tropical Rain Forest by Jean Craighead George (Crowell, 1990) . ......... 25
(Available from Harper Collins: Canada, Australia, UK)
Summary—Sample Plan—Overview of Activities—Daily Writing Activities—Sequence
Flow Chart—Cartoon Writing—Crossword Puzzle—\Vocabulary—An Array of Words—
The Tropics—About the Tropical Rain Forest—What If...>—Rain Forest Vocabulary—
Rain Forest Art—A Step-by-Step Book—Your Own Rain Forest—Math Lab—Ecosystems
of the Rain Forest

Fifty Smple Things Kids Can Do To Save the Earth Earth Works Group, (Andrews and
MCMEE!, 1990) ...ttt et e e 45
(Available from Macmillan: Canada Baker & Taylor Intercontinental: UK & Australia)

Summary—Sample Plan—Overview of Activities—Ways to Save the Earth—Pre-
Test/Post-Test—Themes and Projects—Tropical Rain Forest Math—An Ecological
Experiment—Question of the Day

Daily Writing ACtIVITIES . ... e e e e e e 52

ACrossSthe CUrriculum . .. ... 55

LanguageArts:  Ecology Word Banks—Things You Can Do—Earth Chants and Poems—An
Expert Envelope Game

Math: Recycled Problems
Science: The Food Chain—Ecology Experiments—An Ecological Dictionary
Social Studies:  Arbor Day—Projects—Jacques-Y ves Cousteau—Endangered Species
Art: Making Your Own Recycled Paper
Life Skills: An Edible Experiment
Culminating ACtIVItY . ..ot e e 69

An Ecological Newspaper—Proofreading Symbols—News Story Outline

Unit Management . ... e e e 72
Save the Earth Bulletin Board—Eval uation—L earning Contracts—A bout the Authors—
Ecology Badges

#286 Thematic Unit—Ecol ogy 2 © Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



Name Science

The Food Chain

Plants and animals have an interdependent relationship. Insects, fungi, and micro-organisms act as
decomposers and provide chemicals for green plants. In turn, plants provide food for plant-eaters
which provide food for meat-eaters. Plants, plant-eater s, and meat-eaters all supply waste materials for
decomposers.

When this chain is broken, consequences can be serious. For example, if green plants were destroyed in
great numbers by pesticides, deforestation, or forest fires, there might be no food for the plant-eaters.
Then the plant-eaters would have to move away or they could face starvation.

Find out more about the food chain. Label the diagram with the boldfaced words from the paragraph

%) kg
Green plants provide
__ __ for
_____ -eaters.

above.

Meat-eatersprovide
materials for the

Challenge:. On the food chain write the names of five plants or animals that belong in each category.
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Art

Making Your Own Recycled Paper

There are many different ways to make recycled paper. An easy method follows. Pairs can work
together to make their own paper.

| ngredients Directions

» newspaper torn Into small pleces « Fill the bucket half full with the torn newspaper

« water wire whisk PIECES.

« plastic or metal bucket  Pour enough water into the bucket to
completely cover the paper; then add about two

* cornstarch more inches of water.

e 7 Ccup measuring cup
» piece of window screen to fit inside

* Allow the paper to soak overnight.
» Add one-fourth cup of cornstarch to the

the bucket contents of the bucket.
* roling pin - With the wire whisk, beat the mixture until
« wooden spoon thoroughly mixed.
* blotting paper (or more « Bend the wire screen to fit inside the bucket.
newspaper)

 Scoop up some pulp onto the screen.

* Lift up the screen and hold over the bucket
while spreading the mixture to an %" thickness
over the screen (use the wooden spoon).

e « Place the screen and wet pulp between two
————— sheets of blotting paper (or newspaper).

» With therolling pin, press out excess water. (Do this on a flat surface.)

» Remove the blotting paper (or newspaper).
» Allow to dry overnight or longer, then gently peel the recycled paper from the screen.

Extensions

» Find out how paper is made. Visit a paper mill if possible.
» Research what people used before paper was invented. Find out when paper was invented.

» Learn how to do calligraphy. Special calligraphy pens and instruction booklets are available in art
supply stores. Look for examples of calligraphy in books and magazines.
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